
Activity Overview 

Objectives:   

pearance

Subjects Covered:  Science

Grades

Activity Time: 

Season

season)

Materials

State Standards
 

 

Background

Pre-Activity Description
Part 1: Learning about plant parts.

Part 2: Using a field guide.

Activity Description
Part 1: Learning about plant parts  

Taxonomy & Field Guide Warm-Up



LEAVES
Leaf Parts 

Leaf Arrangement 

Leaf Type  

Leaf Margins

Taxonomy & Field Guide Warm-Up (cont.)



FLOWERS
Flower Parts

 
Flower Types (as described by Lawrence Newcomb in Newcomb’s Wildflower Guide)

Part 2: Using a Field Guide

Taxonomy & Field Guide Warm-Up (cont.)



Extensions

Additional Resources
GrowLab: Activities for growing minds

Botany for all ages: Discovering nature through activities using plants.

An introduction to plant taxonomy.

Newcomb’s wildflower guide

Assessments

Taxonomy & Field Guide Warm-Up (cont.)
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Taxonomy & Field Guide Warm-Up (cont.)

Irregular Flowers

Flower Structure

Petals are not arranged 
around the center and 
are not similar in size.

Petals arranged around 
the center and are similar 
in size.

Regular Flowers

1. Flower Type

Illustration from GrowLab: Activities for Growing Minds 
by National Gardening Association.

Petal

Sepal

Pistil
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2. Plant Type
      (Leaf Arrangement)

  3. Leaf Type

      

Alternate Opposite  

DividedSimple  

Entire (smooth) Toothed Lobed

Whorled Basal 

Taxonomy & Field Guide Warm-Up (cont.)                                           
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2)  Identify Plant Type:
       

Wildflower Field Guide Warm-up
Newcomb’s Wildflower Guide

  1)  Identify Flower Type:

          
Flower Type Number: ________

Plant Type Number: ________
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3)  Identify Leaf Type:
     

Plant Name: _______________________________ 

Scientific Name: _______________________                _________________________
                                                     Genus                                                  Species

4)  Identify Your Plant:

___________        ____________    ___________

Leaf  Type Number: ________

 



Taxonomy Treasure Hunt

Find a plant in bloom.
Draw the flower.  Is the flower regular or irregular?

Find a divided leaf.
Draw the leaf.

Find a plant with alternate leaves.
Draw a leaf.

Find a sedge or grass with flowers or seeds.
Draw the inflorescence (the entire flower cluster).

Find a member of the composite family.

What color is the flower?  

What is the leaf arrangement?

How tall is the plant? (estimate)

Wild Card!
Draw a plant of your choice. Label it parts using taxi-
nomic names.

Common Name:

Scientific Name:

Common Name:

Scientific Name:

Common Name:

Scientific Name:

Common Name:

Scientific Name:

Common Name:

Scientific Name:

Common Name:

Scientific Name:
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Taxonomy Treasure Hunt

 

 

Find a plant with two leaves that meet at the stem.

!ese are  opposite leaves.

Draw a plant with opposite leaves here.

Find a plant that has leaves with teeth along the 
edge.

!ese leaves are toothed or serrated.

Draw a plant with toothed leaves here.

Find a plant with flowers.

Regular

                                       Irregular
 

  Draw and describe a flower. 

Teeth

Leaves meet here.
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