
Activity Overview:

Objectives:  

Subjects Covered: 

Grades:  

Activity Time  

Season  

Materials: 

State Standards

Science: 

: 

Background

!e cast of characters include:    

Descriptions of each role:
- 

Students will “do the wave.”
 - 

Students 
are sitting as the play begins; they will rise on cue.

 - 

!e short grass prairie characters crouch down, put their hands on their 
heads and wiggle their fingers. !eir hands are the leaves and their bodies are the 
roots.

Students could pop 

 Rain Shadow Play  



in and out of prairie dog burrows for a few moments.
 - 

Students should be on their knees.

Students could act out the whole dance, or 
just snap their fingers.

 - 

Students stand tall as grasses and trees. !e grass 
characters imitate big bluestem grass by raising their arms above their heads and holding three fingers 
up in each hand. 
TREES- Trees spread their arms (limbs) out wide because they are “open grown.” 

 - Students will blow and/or move in from the north. 

Students will blow and/or move in from the south.
!e clouds begin in the Pacific Ocean and move east. !is is the most active part!

Activity Description

!e play: 

  (Optional)
(All characters except PACIFIC OCEAN, CLOUDS, CANADIAN AIR MASS, and THE GULF 
COAST “WESTERLIES” act as TREES.)

 (All characters take their assigned places.)

CLOUDS pantomime carrying 
buckets of water.

 Rain Shadow Play (cont.)




