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Activity Overview

tion site. 

Objectives

Subjects Covered

Grades

Activity Time

Season

Materials

State Standards
 

Background

!e following resources are available to research land history:
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!e following resources are available to research land use history:
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Activity Description

Atlas and 
Gazetteer Rand McNally Street 
Guides. 

Original surveyor’s notes and maps are on microfilm or digitized. !e following steps walk you 
through the process of locating surveyor’s notes and maps:

Plat maps are available as original books and on microfilm. Oversized plat books must be photocopied 
from microfilm. !e following steps walk you through the process of locating plat maps:  Some are be-
ing made available digitally.

Land survey records are now available on the World-Wide Web for many states. In Wisconsin they are 
available through the UW-Madison Digital Library. As an example the following steps guide you 

Land Use History: Survey and Land Ownership Records (cont.)
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through locating  land survey records for Wisconsin on the web:

 
In the Classroom: 

Extensions

Assessments

Land Use History: Survey and Land Ownership Records (cont.)
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Land History Fact Sheet  

 ___________________________________________________________________   

 __________________________________________________________________  
  

 
 _____________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________    
 

 ________________________________________   
 

 ______________________________________________   
 

 ____________________________________   

Original vegetation: 

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________  
 

_________________________________________________________________  
 

Land ownership:

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________  
_________________________________________________________________________  

 
_________________________________________________________________  

 
_________________________________________________________________  

 
_________________________________________________________________  
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18 17 16 15 24 13

19 20 21 22 23 24

30 29 28 27 26 25

31 32 33 34 35 36

1 Section = 160 Acres

(1 x 1 Mile)

! Section = 320 Acres

" Section = 160 Acres

        

                    NW                                          NE

                    SW                                           SE

1 link = 7.92 inches

25 links = 1 rod

100 links = 1 chain

1 chain = 66 feet

80 chains = 1 mile

10 sq. chains = 1 acre

160 sq. rods = 1 acre

1 section = 640 acres

1/4 section = 160 acres

Each section of 

land is divided 

into 160 acre 

quarter sections 

designated as the 

Northwest quarter 

(NW 1/4), South 

West quarter (SW 

1/4), Northeast 

quarter (NE 1/4), 

and Southeast 

quarter (SE 1/4).

Sections Within a Township

One Section of a Township
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                  NW 1/4                                    NE 1/4

                  SW 1/4                                    SE 1/4

40 40

80 40

40

Quarter Section Post

_________________________

Section Corner 

List Witness Trees

_____________________

_____________________

Section Corner 

List Witness Trees

_____________________

_____________________

Section Corner 

List Witness Trees

_____________________

_____________________

Section Corner 

List Witness Trees

_____________________

_____________________

Quarter Section Post

_________________________

Quarter Section Post

_________________

_________________

Quarter Section Post

_________________

_________________

Information for T__________R_________Sec_________

Surface____________ Soil______________ Vegetation (Timber)____________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
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