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Activity Overview

Objectives

their restoration site

 

cies selections are appropriate for 
their site

Subjects Covered
Science

Grades

Activity Time

Season

Materials

State Standards
 

 

Background

 
 is to 

Necessary criteria for every restoration:
1. Grass/forb ratio: 

2. Pioneer species: 

3. Phenology: 
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4. Height:

Additional criteria:
1. Color: 

2. Major Plant Families: 

3. Species that attract specific insects, birds and other wildlife: 

4. Species desired for prairie lessons, activities and research:  
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5. Species blooming during the school year: 

6. Species that should be added later or planted as transplants:  

7. Species that are aggressive:  either 

8. Plant sources and indigenous species: 

Extensions
 

 
 

Additional Resources
 Grasses-An Identification Guide
 Weeds in Winter
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 Wildflowers and Weeds- A Field Guide in 
Full Color (Out of print, but worth a search)
 Prairie Wildflowers- An illustrated manual of species suit-
able for cultivation and grassland restoration

 !e Vegetation of Wisconsin. 

 Grasses of Wisconsin
Recommended for high school level

 Edible Wild Plants of the Prairie

 Medicinal Wild Plants of the Prairie

 Prairie Plants of Northern Illinois: Identification and Ecology

 Prairie Plants of the Midwest: Identification and Ecology

 An Introduction to the Tall Grass Prairie of the Upper Midwest.

 Newcomb’s Wildflower Guide
 
 Wildflowers of the Tallgrass Prairie- !e Upper 
Midwest
 !e Prairie Garden- 70 Native Plants You 
Can Grow in Town or Country
 A Guide to Enjoying Wildflowers

Prairie Primer

Assessments
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Prairie (Garden) Species Selection Criteria Worksheet

School:   __________________________________________________________________                    

Location: _________________________________________________________________  
Planting Area : _______________    (sq. ft) 

Environmental Conditions:
Circle the site characteristics that describe your site.

Soil Type: Sandy   Loam   Clay

Soil Moisture: Dry   Medium  Wet   

Light:  Full sun  Partial shade  Shade  

Topography: Steep          Gently Rolling          Level          Low areas          High areas
 

Species Characteristics:

 1. Type of Prairie:       Dry  Dry Mesic  Mesic (medium) Wet Mesic   Wet

2. Grass Forb Ratio:  _____________ % Grasses  ______________ % Forbs

3. Height: Less than 4’ (shortgrass prairie)       Greater than 4’ (tallgrass prairie)

4. Pioneer species: ______  (check o! as a reminder)

5. Phenology (time of bloom):  
    _____  Spring (April – May)
    _____  Early Summer (June)    
    _____  Summer (July)   
    _____ Late Summer (August) 
    _____  Fall (Sept. – Oct.)
Additional Criteria:  Identify the criteria that "t your project goals.

6.   ______________________________________________________________________  

7.  ______________________________________________________________________

8.  ______________________________________________________________________  

9.  ______________________________________________________________________

10.  ______________________________________________________________________
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