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Activity Overview

Objectives

in their restoration site

Subjects Covered

Grades

Activity Time

Season

Materials

State Standards
 

Background
 

Criteria and Guidelines for selecting woodland species on the school 
grounds.
A. Woodland Structure 

B. Pioneer Species

C. Woodland Edge Species  
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D. When choosing individual plants think about: 

 to learn 

Woodland (Shady Garden) Species Selection (cont.)
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E. Advanced Criteria

 Species Importance Values: 1. 

Guilds: 2. 

Activity Description

Woodland (Shady Garden) Species Selection (cont.)
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Extensions
 

 

 

Additional Resources
A guide to field identification: trees of North America. 

!e vegetation of Wisconsin. 
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Spring flora of Wisconsin. 

Landscaping for wildlife. 

Trees and shrubs of the Upper Midwest. 

Plants of the Chicago region. 

Forest trees of Wisconsin: How to know them. 

Assessments
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Woodland (Shady Garden) Species Selection Worksheet

Directions: Using the woodland community model fact sheet, write the type of woodland you 
are planning to restore and the existing site conditions. 

1. Woodland type: _________________________________________________________    
2. Soil type:  ______________________________________________________________
3. Soil moisture range:  _____________________________________________________  
4. Topography:  ___________________________________________________________   

Directions:  As a group, brainstorm the goals and objectives for your woodland to use as a guide 
for selecting plants.

5. Criteria for Selecting Woodland Species:
  1.  ________________________
  2. ________________________
  3. ________________________
  4. ________________________
  5. ________________________ 
  6. ________________________ 
  7. ________________________
  8. ________________________ 

Directions: Using the Woodland Community Model Fact Sheet, write down the dominate and 
common trees, shrubs, vines, groundlayer species, pioneer and woodland edge species. Also, 
write the species density or the average number of species found in typical woodland. 
Hint: the some of the pioneer and woodland edge species are listed in the background section of 
the activity.

6. Species density:  __________  (average number of species found in a typical woodland.)

7. Dominant trees:  ________________________,   ________________________,
 ________________________,   ________________________
8. Common trees: ________________________,   ________________________, 
 ________________________,   ________________________
9. Shrubs and vines: ________________________,   ________________________,
 ________________________,   ________________________
10.  Groundlayer: ________________________,   ________________________,

________________________,   ________________________   

11. Pioneer species: ________________________,   ________________________

12. Woodland edge species: ________________________, ________________________,
________________________, ________________________
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